SYNOPSIS A sensitive micro method for the manual estimation of true glucose in 10 ,ul plasma by an enzymatic technique is described. Protein precipitation is avoided.
Although most estimations of blood glucose are now performed by automated methods, a need remains for occasional manual analyses on small samples of blood, particularly in paediatric practice. Ideally, the latter should employ a method which gives results identical with those obtained by the automated routine method, which is most likely to be achieved if the chemistry of both methods is the same.
The automated method employing glucose oxidase described by Trinder (1969a) is highly specific and, after minor modifications to the reagents, was found to be the most accurate and reliable of a number of currently available autoanalyzer methods for glucose estimation when compared with a gas-liquid chromatography reference method (Pennock, Murphy, Seller, and Longdon, 1973) . A corresponding manual method by Trinder (1969b) , however, requires 100 IlI sample, a different colour reagent from the autoanalyser method, and includes protein precipitation. This method has been modified so that a 10-,lI sample is sufficient and protein precipitation is avoided. Moreover, the reagents are exactly the same as in the modified Trinder automated procedure (Pennock et al, 1973 The correlation coefficient was 0 9999 and the line of best fit y = 0 9989x -0-0291, where x = autoanalyzer method and)' = micro manual method.
EFFECT OF BILIRUBIN
The glucose content of a sample of Versatol paediatric containing 342 ,umol bilirubin/l and 1-89 mmol glucose/l was found to be 1-84 and 1 82 mmol glucose/l by the micro manual method and autoanalyser method respectively. 
